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aly, I say to you, I am the door of the
. All who came before me are
s and robbers, but the sheep did
ot listen to them. I am the door. If
; ne enters by me, he will be saved
adwill go in and out and find pasture.”

p (John 10:7-9)

i TENTH CHAPTER of John’s Gospel
nown and fondly remembered as
)0d Shepherd passage, so I want
bcus on the lesser known and hardly

remembered first part, in which we find
the third “I am” saying of Jesus. Jesus uses
this imagery of a sheep gate, or door, when
he says, “I am the door” (John 10:7, 9).
We walk through doors every day.
Leaving the house this morning, we had
to walk out our front, back, side, or garage
door. To get to work or the grocery store,
we walked through a door. Doors give us
access to enter into a new place. So if
Jesus says “I am the door,” what is Jesus
saying he’s the doorway to? As we study
this passage, two things become clear:




Jesus says, “I am the door to salvation” and
«I am the door to safety.”

“1 AM THE DOOR TO SALVATION”

The context of John 10 immediately fol-
lows the story of a blind man whose eye?lght
Jesus restores. This story reveals that it is the
seeing Pharisees who were, in reality, blind;
and it was the blind man who could truly
see—not with his eyes, but with ears of faith
(John 9:1-41).

John 10 continues to build on this though-t,
which is why John writes in verse 6, “This
figure of speech Jesus used with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying
to them.” “They” and “them” refer to the
Pharisees, who were full of unbelief (that is,
they were spiritually blind). So when Jesus
uses the imagery of a door and a shepherd
to talk about how he cares for his people, he
simultaneously reveals how the Pharisees,
the under-shepherds of Israel, have failed in
their spiritual care, leadership, stewardship,
and oversight (see John 10:8; Ezek. 34:2-4).
When Jesus uses this figure of speech of being
the door, he explains, “If anyone enters by me,
he will be saved.”

Not many of us reading Modern Reformation
are farmers or sheep herders, and even if some
of us are, modern conventions have changed
how we care for sheep. So let me put this into
perspective. The door he’s talking about isn’t
like the hinged doors we normally use. Jesus was
referring to a small opening in a sheep pen, in
which a circle of rocks was piled high to form a
wall that would protect sheep from predators
at night. This sort of sheep pen didn’t have an
actual door. It was open, and at night the shep-
herd would keep the sheep inside and keep
predators outside by lying down across the open
space. By sleeping there, the shepherd became
the door to the sheep.

Now this imagery teaches us a lot about the
Christian faith. There is only one door. It’s
the door and not a door. There is only one way
to salvation. Acts 4:12 teaches, “And there is
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THEREIS ONLY
ONEWAY TO

SALVATION. A
4:12 TEACHES,
“AND THEREIS
SALVATIONIN
NO ONEELSE,
FOR THEREIS
NO OTHER NAME
UNDER HEAVEN
GIVENAMONG
MEN BY WHICH
WEMUSTBE
SAVED?”

i «'_.";/3"* R

e LR

VOL.28 NO.3 MAY/



no one else, for there is no other

heaven given among men by which

[ame e saved.” Later in John’s Gospel,

e ml;Ziterates’ “I am the way, and the truth,
s

ion in
vatl0
SB‘I under

ﬁi he life. No one comes hto the Father except
hme” (14:6). In other wor.ds, there are
throug doors or entrances or different ways
pot mi’g} but just one door. What we see here
is ?lf:t CI;ristianity is an exclz.tsive religiqn.
i us £0€S SO far as to say that if anyone trieg
gg onter by a different way, then he is a thief
er.
or ;e 1;32?8 the only door for salvation. That’s not
going 0 be a popular message in our c.ulture. In
fact, itnever hasbeena popular teachmg. When
Christianity came onto the w?rld stage, it upset
Romebecause it pledged allegiance to God alone.
Christians weren't bowing down to Caesar as lord
and ultimate sovereign. In America, we may still
pledge allegiance as “one nation, under God_” but
the definition of that “God” is open to interpre-
tation and not exactly the Holy Trinity. Not to
mention the fact that our culture is probably less
open toexclusive claims than Rome was. “What'’s
true foryouisn’t true for me.” This is called “rela-
tivism,” meaning that there is no absolute truth.
Truth is what’s true for you—it’s subjective. In
Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis helpfully con-
fronted this idea back in his day:

Whenever you find a man who says he
doesn’t believe in a real right and wrong,
you will find the same man going back on
thisamoment later. He will break his prom-
ise toyou, but if you try breaking one to him
he’llbe complaining “it’s not fair” before
you can say Jack Robinson. ([New York:
HarperOne, 2009], 6.)

When you really push someone on this,
they’ll budge. The thing about Christianity is
that it might be exclusive—that is, it teaches
ﬂ}at Jesus is the only way to salvation—but
ltsten to anyone and everyone regardless of
Social class, status, gender, or age. Jesus says, “I
am the door;” but he also opens wide that door

YSaying, “If anyone enters by me, he will be
Saved.” Christianity might be exclusive, but it’s
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egitimate, and it’s easy. As Jesus says
€W 11:30, “For my yoke is easy and my

is l.ight.” It’s easy because Jesus laid
down his life for us, It’s easy because Jesus

bore the burden for us, 1f Wwe go any other way,
we’ll never get in. But if we go through Jesus,
we have the way. He becomes our door to sal-
vation. That’s salvation in the past, present,
and future—the guilt of sin, the power of sin,
and the tyranny of sin are all thwarted and
overthrown in the cross of Christ. He is the
door for our Justification, sanctification, and

glorification. But that’s only the first part of
the meaning,

in Matth
burden i

“I AM THE DOOR TO SAFETY”

The second part is that Jesus promises safety
to all who trust in him. So far we’ve read that
Jesus says, “I am the door. If anyone enters by
me, he will be saved,” which is why Jesus is the
door to our salvation, but Jesus is also the door
to our safety. The verse continues to say, “he
will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture” (v.9).

I don’t know everyone’s story reading this
article, but I do know that there are at least a
few who have experienced a real threat to their
safety. Maybe you’ve been held at gunpoint,
or maybe you almost lost your life in a car
accident. About fifteen years ago, when I was
snowboarding with my younger cousin, we fell
off the face of the mountain—a massive drop
that should have killed us. Thankfully, it had
snowed heavily the night before, so we landed
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in a cloud of powder—a soft pillow landing

i ‘ th.
instead of instant dea . :
But if any of us has ever been In danger, hear

ing words that Jesus will provi(.ie us w1t,h Sa[l)fe(z
can sound alot like a false promise. If we've be

in a situation where we weren't protected, or we
were vulnerable and something happen?d that
should never have happened—especially if there
is a God who is benevolent—then hearing these
words might make us feel frustrated at best and
furious at worst.

What do we do with verses like this when our
experience—our reality—doesn’t match up with
it? What happens when we are not safe, when
we're in a situation that could lead to our harm or
death, or if we've already suffered and survived
the unbearable—where God was nowhere to be
found in our pain and time of need? How is this
comforting® How can this even be true?

The answer to that question is this: We will
always be safe in the care and protection of
Jesus—period. The apostle Paul, who was no
novice to suffering (beaten, nearly whipped to

death three times, and even shipwrecked), says
in Romans 8:38-39:

For I am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul was sure that not even death itself could
keep us from the hands of God’s protection.
If we are in Christ, then we are in the safest
place we can and will ever be. That’s alot easier
to say when we'’re in a relatively safe country,
inside of a safe building, reading a magazine;
but it’s true no matter where we find ourselves.
If v»te.trust in money, comfort, possessions,
po,smon, Or power to help us fee] secure, then
were never going to find safety. Wealth can run
dry. Comfort can change. A lowered economic

ay the luxury. Possessions can
be stolen or destroyed.

But this i
1S 18 true even when we’ve been

through agony—because we have the greatest
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sympathizer of our agony in the
ingly suffered agony for our ga)q on th

In Christ, God is not silent in our paj € Crogg
screams out with us in our hurt, 1, Chn" h“the
has silenced suffering and Promiseq 4,
end to all pain. In Christ, God Promiseg tDﬂt
will always keep us safe and soyp hat

The tenth chapter of John callg each g,
us to find safety in Jesus—to finq safety of
: . : In
God who promises to give his sheep the a:
; : abi.
ity to go freely in and out of Pasture, Th;s:
reminiscent of Psalm 23, where the psalmﬁ
famously wrote, “Even though I walk thr
the vz'alley of the shad.ow of death, I wij] fear
no evil, for you are with me” (V. 4). That s
comfort—a safety—that no one can ever take
away from us. There is nowhere safer. So, come
through the door and find safety in Jesus, Come
and find safety in the Good Shepherd who was
willing to lay down his own life for his sheep.
Come and find safety in the Christ who went al]
the way to the cross to be the door that givesus
access to God.

By illustrating himself as the door, Jesusis
talking about substitution. He’s talking about
the shepherd taking the place of the sheep,
and taking on the danger and harm that was
coming their way. Through his substitution-
ary death on the cross, Jesus became the
sacrificial lamb who was willing and able to
stand in our place. Through faith in Jesus, We
stand safe.

Five chapters later in John 15:13, Jesus would
say to his disciples, “Greater love has nooné
than this, that someone lay down his life forhis
friends”” This is precisely what God has done .for
us in his Christ. Jesus is the door because,‘{nh]t‘;
a hired hand, he puts his own life on theline
protect and care for his sheep. . .

The way is easy, and the door is stllll°P?
Come through the door. [ .

ne who "ll]
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